CITY OF OBETZ
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING ON JUNE 8, 2026

Council President Pro-Tem Derek Varney called the Council Committee of the Whole meeting to
order at 5:00 PM on Monday, June 8, 2026.

ROLL CALL

Mr. Michael Flaherty — absent at initial role call but joined the meeting at 5:20 PM; Mr. Robert
Kramer — present; Mr. Guiles Richardson — present; Mr. Derek Varney — present; Mr. Mike
Kimbler — absent; Mr. Todd Gibbs — present. Also present were Gene Hollins, Esq., Law Director;
Joe McDaniels, Esq., Assistant Law Director; Stacey Boumis, AICP, Community Services Director;
Mike Confer, Police Chief, and, Rod Davisson, Esq. City Administrator.

MINUTES

Mr. Varney called for a motion to approve the minutes of the February 2, March 9, April 13 and
May 11 meetings. Motion made by Mr. Gibbs; seconded by Mr. Richardson. Voting as follows:
Mr. Kramer —yes; Mr. Richardson —yes; Mr. Varney — yes; Mr. Gibbs — yes.

DISCUSSION

Mr. Varney thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. He stated the Committee will continue
to discuss parking. Things have progressed since the last meeting. Mr. Davisson and Mr.
McDaniels put together some items to review.

Mr. Davisson addressed the Committee. He said this is still a work in progress. He stated this is
simply not easy. There are two types of residential streets — the older streets within Obetz that
have no curbs and gutters and that are between 15 to 20 feet wide (pavement) and then newer
streets that have curbs and gutters that are approximately 26 feet wide (pavement). He then
stated no street that is 26" wide should have two sided parking. This is an unsafe condition; that
said, the City has two-sided parking on almost all of the 26’ wide streets. He then discussed the
maximum width of RVs (8.5" not including mirrors). He then stated he called the Hamilton
Township Fire Department and asked them to measure a truck mirror to mirror. The width is 11
feet. He then discussed the width of other vehicles such as an F250. He then stated that the City
has other parking laws that state a travel lane cannot be less than 10 feet in width. The fact of
the matter is, to get this right, a complete revamp of the parking ordinances need undertaken.
The good news for RV owners is the City is currently not enforcing the RV parking laws while this
is happening. There will be no more tickets. Tonight Council can discuss how long do you want
RVs to be able to park on the road as well as a number of other questions. Mr. Davisson asked
Council if they wanted the whole list of what needed discussed or if they wanted to take each

issue one by one.

Mr. Varney asked what other cities do. Mr. McDaniels stated there is a broad range. A lot of
cities prohibit on-street RV parking all together. He then shared research regarding what other



cities allow. Most cities limit on-street parking from no more than 24 hours to no more than 72
hours with various restrictions. Mr. Varney asked if allowing on-street parking was an exception
or generally allowed. Mr. McDaniels stated allowing on-street RV parking was generally an
exception.

Mr. Davisson presented an ordinance drafted by the Administration. The ordinance allows on-
street parking for up to 24 hours — no more than 4 times a year or 3 times a month. A permit is
required and revocable if a dangerous situation exists.

The Committee discussed the time frame that RVs should be allowed to park on the street. Mr.
Gibbs stated 24 hours was enough; 48 hours is too long. He then stated he likes the permit and
wants it issued by the Police Department. He then stated there cannot be two RVs parked across
the street from each other. Mr. Kramer asked if two permits could be issued back-to-back. Mr.
Davisson stated not as written. He then stated the ordinance can be changed to whatever Council
wants. He stated what is in the ordinance is what Administration thinks is the right range going
from not allowed at all to being able to park on the street. Chief Confer asked about permitting.
Mr. Varney asked Chief Confer his thoughts since he is an avid camper. Chief Confer stated a
good parking spot for an RV is almost impossible to find. The town he lives in does not allow RV
parking in a driveway or on a street. He then stated if the road width allows it meaning
emergency vehicles can get safely down the street and the view of kids popping out is not blocked
then four times a year is reasonable. Mr. Varney stated 24 hours seems like a reasonable amount
of time. He then asked how unloading would work. Could that be done quickly? It doesn’t make
sense to burn two permits in a weekend. Mr. Davisson discussed scope. He stated the proposed
changes would not apply to any road with a pavement width less than 26’ — the roads without
curbs and gutters. This would also not apply to Alum Creek Drive or Groveport Road; there would
be no parking on those roads. This is currently aimed at recreational vehicles. Mr. McDaniels
stated mobile homes and modular homes are prohibited from parking on a street. Mr. McDaniels
reviewed what type of vehicles would be allowed to park on a street.

Council discussed how long RV’s should be parked on the street and how a permitting process
could work as well as how many permits should be allowed in a month.

Frank Varian addressed Council. He stated he received a parking ticket for his trailer. He went
to court and the case was continued until July 8. He asked Mr. Davisson what he suggested.
Mr. Davisson stated he cannot undo the ticket. Mr. Varian stated other people in the
neighborhood have parked trailers on the street and not received a ticket. Mr. Varian then stated
noncommercial trailers up to twelve feet in length should be allowed to park on a public street.
Mr. Davisson and Mr. Varian discussed parking trailers on streets. Mr. Davisson stated it is
difficult to distinguish between commercial and non-commercial traifers.

Mr. David Matchack addressed Council. He stated this issue is not as cut and dry as Council is
trying to make it. He asked why a permit is necessary. He asked Council to use common sense;
if the RV is not creating a nuisance a permit should not be needed. He then stated that 24 hours
for loading and unloading is not a problem. He stated he has owned an RV since 2012, and he



has not created any safety issues in his neighborhood. He uses the RV every weekend. Mr. Gibbs
stated not everyone is Mr. Matchack. Council and Mr. Matchack discussed RV parking and issues
related to parking an RV on the street.

Mr. Matchack asked why there are so many ordinances passed as an emergency. Mr. Davisson
discussed what it means to pass an ordinance as an emergency. Mr. Davisson stated passing an
ordinance as an emergency means there is no 30 day waiting period for it to be effective. Passing
ordinances as an emergency also takes away the right to referendum an ordinance. Mr.
Matchack asked if fewer ordinances could be passed as an emergency.

Mayor Kirk asked about putting cords over the sidewalk to the RVs. Ms. Boumis stated there is
a separate, existing ordinance that prohibits obstructing a sidewalk. Council discussed blocking
mailboxes and obstructing sidewalks.

Due to time constraints, Council wrapped up discussions and will continue discussions at the next
Council Committee of the Whole meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Varney called for a motion to adjourn. Motion made by Mr. Flaherty; seconded by Mr. Gibbs.

All ayes. The Committee meeting was adjourned at 5:48 PM.
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